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to 
WILLIAM POOL Eſq 
STEWARD OF THE MANOR 
o F | 
BISHOP's-WHITE LANDS, 


IN THE SOUTH PART OF GREAT-BRITAIN: 


THE humble ADDRESS and CoMPLAINT 
of William BULL, Gent. in behalf of 
himſelf, and others of his family, claiming 
Protection againſt ſundry threatening meſ⸗ 
ſages and incendiary letters, ſent round the 
country by certain levellers and treſpaſſers, 
againſt the peace of the moſt worſhipful the | 
Lord of the Manor, his tenants and ad- 
berents: 


* 


V; 


PREFACE. 


— 


A D1ALocvus between Mr. WiLLIAM Bort 


x 


Printer. ( 


and his PRINTER: 7 


O then, Mr. Bol L, you decline 
dealing any longer in adver= 


# iſements i in the newſpapers, and in paſting up 


handbills and notices upon the park-gates, 
and are determined to addreſs the Steward 
yourſelf at once, without the uſual round- 
about method of making information. 1 
muſt confeſs the ſhorteſt way is oftentimes 
the beſt, but this is a caſe of ſome nicety, 


and I muſt be excuſed giving any advice 


vw the ſubject, 
ARE, Wm. Bul. 


A 

im. Bull. Mr. Printer, I have been 
long conſidering which would not only be 
the moſt effectual way for my own purpoſe, 
but alſo the moſt delicate to the Gentleman 
himſelf; for though he and my Father and 
Mother have been acquainted for many years, 
yet I am myſelf a perfect ſtranger to him. 
I have ſeen and heard him, it is true, at our 
| Court-Leet, and I ſhould like to hear him 
again, for he talks like a man of buſineſs, and 
much to the purpoſe; yet to force myſelf into 
his preſence without any introduction, I was 
in the mind would not be paying him a pro- 
per compliment. But when I reflected, that 
gentlemen in great men's ſervice ſeldom have 
time to read newſpapers, except to ſee who 
and who are married, who died yeſterday, and 
what great lady was brought to bed of a ſon 
and heir, the liſt of bankrupts, and the price 
of ſtocks, I thought with myſelf it is poſſible 
our Steward may not have read my adverti iſe- 
ment, though I publiſhed it in the London * - 


Wu. BvL1's letter appeared only in the Bath Chronicle 
of Dec. toth, not being thought worth inſertion in the 
as 


* 


a8 well a+ the Country papers; : "ls tide: 


fore I have taken the liberty to put it out of 


the common form of a notice or hand-bill, 


and have been perſuaded to ſend it in a let- | | 
ter immediately to the Steward himſelf; and 


few gentlemen, I have heard, return letters | 
unopened, whatever uſes they may apply 
them to afterwards—whether to light their 
fires, or their tobacco-pipes. 


8 But will it not be ſaid that vou 
borrowed from yourſelf, and that it betrays 
rather a barrenneſs of invention to apply to 
your own hoard ſo ſoon? Beware of plagi- 
ariſins of all kinds; you know what a noiſe 
there is about the country upon that ſcore 
already. | 


Wm. Bull. That . plagiariſm is a hard 
word, Mr. Printer, though I think I can in 
ſome meaſure gueſs your meaning; but I 
take it, that any man has a right to do what 
he will with his own. If I have a coat, 
which I ſhould wiſh to make up in another 
- form, I do not think myſelf accountable to 


any 


\{; 16 1 
2 | J. : 4 2 +« . * A : * 
any man for cutting it into a waiſtcoat ; of 
if I have only a waiſtcoat, I ſee no reaſon 


why I may not lengthen and enlarge it, and 


make a coat of it, provided that I take care 
to hide the ſeams, that it may not appear a 
piece of patch-work : or indeed, ſuppoſing 
it were, no one, I ſhould think, can be hurt 
by that; tis I that am to have the credit or 
diſgrace of wearing it, and other people have 
no occaſion to trouble themſelves, whether 
my coat is too long or too ſhort. If I bor- 


to, indeed, a piece of cloth from one, a 


yard of ſhalloon from another, and deſire 4 
third to find the lace and trimmings, and fi- 
niſh the whole for me, I think I ought to 
declare to whom I was indebted for the ma- 
terials and workmanſhip; for in fact the 
coat with all theſe additions is not my own: 
but if it was all bought and paid for with 
my own money, I preſume I may take the 
liberty to dreſs it up into what faſhion 1 
pleaſe, and will cut, piece, join, alter, make 
and unmake, as beſt ſuits my own fancy. 


' Printer. / But you will not pretend to fay 
i e eee e eee, 200k 


{ 2 4 
that the materials are new and perfor ori- 
ginal? 


Wm. Bull. 1 have not 5 vanity to claim 
to myſelf the merit of the invention. The 
coat is made of a ſtout piece of broad - cloth, 
not yet Worn thread. bare, { pun, woven, and 
manufactured throughout, by a comical 
ſort of * a workman, who, though he might 
ſmile inwardly at his own conceits, while 
he was moſt employed, had the art of mak? 
ing every one elſe laugh out, without laugh- 


ing himſelf. The only concern I have had 


in the work was to cut out the cloth, fit it 
up in the preſent faſhion, and endeavour to 
make it fit eaſy, 


Printer. But do you think that your pe= 
tition will be attended to ? 


Wm. Bull. That is heres as may ap- 
pear, From the character of the preſent 
gentleman, and from ſtewards ſeldom ne- 
glecting their tenants' ſuits, I have no rea« 


D Dr. Ar but bnoi. 
2 95 ſon 


f 12 5 
ſon to doubt of its ſucceſs. And therefore) 


Mr. Printer, I beg I may hear no more of 
your ſcruples ; for I am reſolved to hazard 


the trial; and I am ſure that what is our in- 


tereſt muſt be his, as his concerns, we know, 
are not indifferent 1 


AN 


| > OY 

A D D R E s 8 
10 2 

ES POOL, Dinh 


STEWARD OF THE MANOR OF BISHOP's-WHITELANDS. 


* 


SIR 


AM deſcended from a very ancient and 

reputable family, that has been ſettled 
for theſe #209 centuries in the manor of Bi- 
ſhop's-Whitelands, held under your Lord, in 
the South part of this iſland. My. Father *, 
who has realized a good fortune by trade, 
which he carries on ſtill with ſome ſucceſs, 


The St—e, uniting the commercial and landed intereſts. 


| [The Editor of William Bull's Addreſs would not have 
taken the liberty to give this clue to the reader by marginal 
references, but in deference tb the ſuperior judgment of his 
friends, and the * e of 3 and 
Smit ] 


8 


— ode 


* 


1 5 

is a ſober induſtrious man, juſt in his fink. 
ings, and moderate in his principles, never 
known to oppreſs his tenants or workmen, 
and of too great a ſpirit to ſuffer himſelf to 
be trampled on. My Mor ber is a quiet 
inoffenſive kind of woman as ever lived; 


and though we, as well as my elder Brother 


Jobnè, who keeps a great flock of ſheep, 
and deals largely in wool, have ever been 
ſubject to the management and direction of 
our Father, yet as the younger part of the 
family*, whoſe buſineſs it is to look after 
the park and the; fences, have been bred up 
under the care, and maintained at the ex- 
pence of our Mother chiefly, we hold it our 
duty, now we are grown ups to . her 


in return. | £003 167 "208 


F My Father's part of the Fllate has been 
in ſome reſpects, it is true, kept diſtinct 
from my Mother's, yet their zntereſts are in 


others cloſely connected; my F _ never 


» Chh of Ed. e Heir to the Father's eftate, 
*E-—ſh C-gy. * Alliance between Ch—h and St—e. 


makes 


14. 

makes a Taſk, or hires a ſervant, without 
her concurrence; and they have been re- 
marked in general for a very corazal attach- 
ment to each other, though attempts are for 
ever making to diyide them: Nay, it has 
been ſu ppoſed that there is a ſtriking re- 
ſemblance between them ', in manners as well 
as features; inſomuch that it 1s a common 
obſervation in the country, that this was 
one of the marriages that were certainly 
made in heaven. My Mother, 1 ſhould tell 
you, is rather advanced in years, though, I 
thank Gop, ſtill chearful, and found in 
mind as well as body, re gularly attends the 
ſervice of the Church, and would live a very 
peaceable and happy life, with all her fa- 
mily and tenants about her, but that ſhe is 
troubled with bad neighbours, 3 


One of her relations, many years ago, 
left her by will a very comfortable provi- 


ſion for her own ſeparate uſe, a good houſe 
and a held under the Lord of the manor, © 


“Similar gonſtitutions. 


1 


well ſtocked and well paled*, a reaſonable good 
eſtate within a ring fence, and a large pond 
well flored with fiſh. In this will, which is 
carefully preſerved in the family, he left but 
few conditions, and thoſe not hard ONES, to 
be complied with); only this one he Was 


very particular in, for he repeats it four or 


five times, © KEEP YOUR FENCES | IN 


| G00D REPAIR,” 


Now you muſt know, Sir, that this hap- 
py kind of life, which the Old Lady leads 


among her tenants, is apt to raiſe, the envy 


of ſome of her neighbours, who want to 


throw down the fences, and to lay all 0 pen to 
the common, which the good man my Mo- 
tber's kinſman, and his forefathers before | 
him, took ſuch ſpecial care to guard againſt, 
There are many of theſe troubleſome folks 
that border too cloſe. upon us; but thoſe 
who treſ paſs the moſt are three families“ 5 


that have been noted for miſchief all their 


lives. 


5 Ch—h and St—e ſecured by the CO—p-n and T—t acts. 
b P.— ſb—ns, An—pts, and In—p—ts. $ 
9 All 


4 


I 

All theſe three families haue fialets 
from the keepers to come and hunt in cer- 
tain parts of the incloſures, and may have a 
general licence when they pleaſe; but this 
won't ſatisfy them, unleſs they can at any 
time enter in and overrun the whole, with 
out being bound to the conditions, that 


even we of the family have ſo long ſubmits 
ted to. 6 


The firſt conſiſts of thoſe who have cdn- 
nections in a country 00 far North for ts, 
have a wonderful averſion to white linen, and 
have lived fo many years, like their friends 
on the other ſide the Tweed, upon oatmeal 
and water=gruel, that they begin to grow 
tired of that diet, and long for ſome. of the 
wheaten bread from off our farm, and ſome 
of the A © out of our FR 


The ſecond Foy one anon chink were 
a foul and dirty, and they ſay 
FO cannot NY themſelves e Ow 


o 2s 


z AR of T—tiow. | 


4 111 
| © they have been regularly waſted before, un- 
leſs they are dipped over again in our mill- 
 fiream. Theſe, however, are in the main 
ſome of the beſt of the whole crew, and a 
1 few of them would ſeem diſpoſed to live 
4 friendly and neighbourly among us; only 
= they cannot bear to hear the Arie children 
| cry, when they are ſprinkled with cold wa- 


1 ter. 


N But they have been joined of late (though 

i I have not heard that they are over-fond of 
their new companions) by a gang of as ar- 
rant night-ftrollers, as ever caught hare in 
a nooſe; who never have a ſhilling in their 
pockets to go to market with, live wholly 
upon credit, and make a merit of never 

paying their debts. 


3 Des 


> 


2 =P > Pri toe EC KH E =ot 2 
= FFF I HER EY =o. os 2 Es, Co . 2 od 
1 nc eee. — — FO, —y„—ö ̊ ot 


| Theſe indeed do not uſually go out on 

E ' others; but they are glad, like hounds of 
different kinds, for the fake of numbers, | 
and to make ann 


1 den vues. i 
. times 


15 1 


| times, and to A under the rote of 
thoſe who are provided with a tichet.', 


Another party of theſe new ane 8 
are thoſe who ſay they muſt be born three or 


four times in their lives; once when they 
come into the world a ſecond time when 
they are plunged over head and ears. in the 
river; and a third time at leaſt—m a flaſh 


of lightning", 


But the addeſt ne FE are e | 
with, and who fay that they too muſt have a 
new dipping, are thoſe who will own to you, 
that if they were condemned * to be hanged 
before the world was made, they muſt be 
hanged, do what they will; and if they 
muſt be hanged, they may as well be hang- 
ed for ſtealing a ſheep or a fat buck out of 
* enen 2 or a rabbit: But if 


0 


| To ber themfee ade the — Ne | 

AR, 

* 8 | | 
 ® Sudden convictions and ids, 

pred tion. 


n * \ | * : 2 
Y = 


and in one of his mad freaks made nothing 


- 


t 


it be 4 fate not to be n they 


cannot fail being reprieved under the gal- 
lows, or ſhall certainly be brought to life, 
after they are cut down; and therefore, 


with' this confidence about them, and not 


having the fear of God before their eyes, 


they care not what diſtreſs they occaſion, 
or what treſpaſs they commit. 


The third family, that I told you harbour- 
ed too near the park, are a ſturdy ſort of 
people, under no controul whatever, con- 
nected with the reſt indeed, but dependent, 
they fay, on no one. They are thought to 
be ſome of the deſcendants of old Mr. 
Oliver Bluff, who formerly was poſſeſſed of 
this very houſe and eſtate that we now live 
in; though people don't ſcruple to fay, that 
he had 0 good title to it, and that he killed 
the Lord of the manor with a great cleaver, 
to get poſſeſſion. This gentleman was very 
famous for turning every thing topſy-turvy, 


to kick the Steward and all the Fury®, * down 
a n. a 


FRY 


L 211 
fairt, when they were met at a Court let, 
broke the Crier's taff about his ears, and or- 
dered them inſtantly to march out of he great 

. to the ſound of the pipe and tabur . | 


Now theſe three families, wih their con- 
nections, (who, though nearly related, love 
one another, as the ſaying is, as the Devil 


loves holy water) all hold together, when 


they are diſpoſed to trouble us, and have ſent. 
every where round the country, to bring 
againſt our good Mother as great a poſſe of their 


relations as they can raiſe, threaten to pull 


up the park pales, trample down the hedges, 
ear they will come and hunt without our 
leave, deſtroy the game, take the h out of 
the pond, and live at free coſt upon the old 
Lady, with as good a right and title as any 
of her own family. But firſt, they ſay, they 
will preſent us at the next court, for taking 
in a part of the common, though-we have 
enjoyed it for ſo many years, vow vengeance 
againſt the Lord of the manor for end 


| 3 ts aid A 
Dram and fife, or armed force, PLAY 


B 3 ing 


[ 22 ] | 
ing bis tenants, and ſwear they won't bring 
a fingle vote for you, MF. Steward, at the 
next eleftion of a coroner *, if they are not 
allowed to come in upon their own terms, 
and haye their chance of being appointed 
game-keepers, bailiffs, coachmen, houſe-ſtew- 
| ards, or attornies „ a8 well as others, 57 2 50 


Now, Mr. . they know very well 
that we are bound to obey our relation's 
will, and to ſtand by our good mother, who 
does not with to keep all her neighbours 
out of the park, or to preſerye the game 
and other good things to her own private uſe; 
But as the will ſpeaks ſo plainly about 
keeping up the fences, and mentions thoſe 
by name, who ſhall be allowed to hunt, 
under certain conditions therein ſpecified, 
ſhe requires them only (as the will directs) 
£0 come to church, fit in the ſame pew, 
read out of the fame pen, ai 


„Similar qualifications for clefing a Cp and fome 
Mrs of P-l——nt. 
t Places of truſt and profit in the land m—t—ry 

uu. *r 
te 


Tt'm 1] 
the ſame - poſture with her, once" between one 
court-day and the neut; and beſides this 
to write their names in @ book”, that ſhe 
may know who they are that come to hunt 
. 
mam 0 


Tt 
BY 


Mr. Sorin you are 2 1 our 
country a man of learning, and are thought 
to underſtand the buſineſs of our manor, 
and the title we have to the eſtates in our 
family, as well as moſt men; and you have 
ſhewn your regard as well to my Marber s 
as to my Father's ſeparate and joint intereſts, 
in more inſtances than one. We in par- 
ticular, the younger part of the family,' are 
greatly beholden 0 you and the Fury, fot 
the ſtand you made af the laſt court, when 
the ſame troubleſome neighbours (who 
vow they will make a regular preſentment 
year after year, court after. court, till they 
carry their point) made their- complaints 
againſt us vo nnn open the "Res. 


aa 


Ds: and 


( 24 ] 
and excluding them from the pack and' mow: 
_ of free wa n av. 1 

i eh 
But cheſe W * not yet told 
us as what they propoſe doing, ſuppoſing that 
they ſhould come in by breaking down'the 
fences, The manor and park are of no great 
extent, and if all were laid open, there 
would not be game enough to ſtock the 
whole country. I very much fear they 
would ſerve us as they tell you the fox 
ſerves the badger; turn him out of his 
earth, lie ſnug in his hole, and leave poor 
Grey to make another for himſelf where 
he could. Once entered, they would en- 
deavour of courſe to ſecure themſelves, (for 
a common they would find is no property) 
repair the fences, make the pales higher and 
ſtronger than they were before, ſhut the - 
gates of the park, and bar the doors of the 
bouſe againſt us, ſo that we muſt be to ſeek 
for a lodging upon the waſte, or wherever 
we could find a hole to creep into. The 
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only difference then would be, that hey 
. would be wirbin, and we-without ; and as 


F 1 . ' — * HY. © 
"3 RN 

g 4 7 f#& 5 mu % \ 
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(Car l7 
that would be of no concern to the ths 
of the world, the beſt way, I ſhould think, 
would be to let things continue as they 
are, thoſe who are now within maintain 
their right of poſſeſſion, and, following li- 
terally the inſtructions in the will, wy 
PROM) een IN SOoο er e 5 


The ontevelling & 3 hid a fair abe 
little more than a century ago, but it was 
not found to anſwer; though old. * Squire 
Bluff, that I mentioned before, played a deep 
game to bring it in, turned it dextrouſſy to 
his oven advantage, and contrived to get al! 
the play into his on hands. To keep all 
treſpaſſers out of the Park and encloſures, h 
was obliged to put the game laws in execu- 
tion with greater rigour than ever, raiſed the 
pale, rebuilt the walls, and took particular 
care that no one ſhould reproach him with 


not keeping up the fences. N ay, he and his 


friends were ſo very uncivil as to refuſe a 
ticket to thoſe whoſe turn it was now to be 
W and ou not ſuffer them to keep 
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continued his tricks ſo long, for every body 


another, threw a bolſter at the head of a 
chird, and all this when they were engaged 
in the moſt ſerious buſineſs; but as this was 
done in good-humour, and he took the ſame 
bberties from them in return, it kept the 


„ „„ 
2 dog or a gun, eee 
4 — + 


But to fay the truth, there was ſome ſort 
of eleverneſs in him, or he could not have 


knew, as well as himſelf, that he did not 
come honeſtly by what he had; but he 
loved a little ſun, put hot coals into the 


people in good-humour with him: but 
when he grew old and peeviſh, turned his 
back upon their petitions, and blurted out 
his coarſe filthy jeſts upon the. cuſtoms of 
their manor, and their great ” copy of court- 


= « The ordinance. of 1645 inflited 88 for a 
year on che third offence, and pecuniary penalties on the 
former” two, in caſe of ufing the Book of Common Prayer, 
not only in a place of public worſhip, but alſo in a private 
family.” Blackflone's Commentaries, Vol. iv. Ch. 4. note. 
OX, ed. I M—2 ch—3. 
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i; 
willingly have ferretted him out, as they did 
his ſon afterwards, to make way for the tight 
owner; but he was too cunning for them all, 
his good fortune helped him out to the laſt, 
and he was ſuffered to die quietly in his bed 
—to cheat the han San of his old 3 


| Whyo our OI mould fly r 
ſcheme will ſucceed better in their hands 


than it did in his, when there are fo few 


now-a-days that know how to manage the 
game fo well, I own ſurprizes me; and yet 
it may be natural enough in them to think it 
worth a ſecond or a third trial, becauſe they 
can loſe nothing if it ſhould fail. But why 
any of thoſe, who are now within the pale, 
ſhould be ſo condeſcending to their neigh- 
bours as to throw the gates quite open to 
them, is a matter of ſome aſtoniſhment ; an- 
leſs they can imagine that the ſame game 
will not be attempted to be played over 


again, and that, when the fences are levelled, 
they won t be repaired again with the ſame 


expedition to keep the old owners out; or 
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unleſs indeed they think they can ſee fur- 
ther into the inſide / of the mba than 4 
their fathers, ah) care DN + 3/17 475 
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| 4 Fa years ws Mr. Bluffs Saks 
a very great and a very fortunate change was 


brought about in our manor ; for when our 


affairs were going at fixes and ſevens, Sir 
Witham Frogland was invited over from the 
fen country, to help us out of our difficulties, 
and he was ſo kind, in compliance with 
our application, as to accept a transfer of 
the houſe and park, royalties, and fiſheries, 
ſtock in trade, goods and implements of all 
kinds, in favour of Se/f and Co, who were 
likely to make, and did make, a much bets 
ter uſe of them. Matters were then thought, 
with ſome little indulgences that have been 
granted ſince, to be put upon a right foot- 
ing, and every man's walk both within and 


without the park to be fairly marked out : 


but it ſeems our neighbours think that the 


Work was then, and is even now only done 


| 2 5 of 0 — ge. See Jabæ Bull. a 


EY * 

dy halves, and are determined to make a 
thorough change when they ſet about it, by 
new- modelling and laying- out the whole, or 
reducing all to one general waſte, without 
bounds, balks, or meer- ſtones, let the game 
run wild again, as it did at firſt, leſſen the 
farming buſineſs, and apply themſelves 
chiefly to carding and ſpinning, or 1 

and ſaltin g betrin gs *. 


That 2 gentleman your father, 
whom I well remember, and whoſe ſervices 
will not ſoon be forgotten in this place, was, 
for no long time indeed, Steward of this ma- : 
nor before you; and I never heard that in 
his time any of theſe troubleſome neigh- 
bours offered ſach inſults to our family, 
ſent ſuch menacing letters about the coun- 
try, or dropped their inflammatory notes at 
every perſon's door. He was a very ſteady 
friend to the family off the Bulls, and when 
he undertook the care of our gate, he found 
us involved in a very * and ex- 


a n the commercial in preference to the 


landed intereſt. 
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Fay 

penſive /aw-ſuit* : Before he was appointed, 
things were going on very unproſperouſly 
indeed, and we were in danger of loſing field 
after field, till we were likely not to have a 
Fat of land teft but in a year or two we re- 
covered ourſelves wonderfully under his ma- 
nagement, and had he been ſuffered to con- 
tinue but a term or tao longer in the ſteward- 
ſbip, it was thought he would have brought 
the ſuit to a better iſſue, than, they ſay, ſome 
folks did. | 


Oh! Mr. Steward, fince that time, we 
have been engaged in another /aw-ſurt ©, in 
which (except in a cauſeabout ſome j/hing- 
boats that we ſeized, and another about a few 
acres of harren rock that our opponents ran 


their heads againſt, in both which we had a 


verdict in our favour) we made a woful 
figure indeed; for what with writs of error, 
noli proſequi's, capias's, diſtringas's, and ęject- 
ments, the negligence of ſolicitors on our ſide, 
and the zricks of attornies on theirs, we con- 
trived to loſe a very fine eftate out of the 


* War with Fr e and Sp—n. See Yohy Bull, 
© War with Am ca, Fregte, Spun, and Hd. 


Ii 
family, and deeply mortgaged the remainder; 
to pay the lau expences. However, Sir, we 
have made a ſhift to live tolerably well, not- 
withſtanding this loſs; and I have been told 
by thoſe who underſtand arithmetic” better 
than I pretend to do, that if you are permit · 
ted to go on lowering the capital debt, by what 
I think they call the operations of compound 
intereſt, (things which we country folks are 
not much uſed to, and which we leave to 
you and your clerks in the office } and are not 
forced into another /aw-ſurt againſt your in- 
clination, we are in a fair way of clearing 
ſome of the incumbrances, and paying off in a 
few years a good * mee 
babe. 


But they ſay that in all the manors * 
us there ſeems a general diſpoſition to go ts 
law); and hints have been thrown out, that 
we may by a fide-wind be driven into that 
bottomleſs gulph, (as the writer of my Brather's 
 hiftory uſed to call it) but from which we 
have reaſon to pray, Good Lord, deliver 
6 1. or, if we ſhould be ſo 2 as to keep 

i out 
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cut of that ſcrape, we muſt not be behind 
the reſt of the world, we are told; for there 
is now a general determination in the tenants 

| to turn againſt their lords; and they are 
likely, they ſay, to make a tolerable hand of 
 appoſition in the next pariſh, the other fide of 
our great pond: Nay, they talk there, as if 
they had already levelled all the fences, and 
made every thing as common as it was, be- 
fore there were any boundaries between the 


n 


This, Mr. Steward, may perhaps be one 
reaſon, why our neighbours are making this 
freſh ſtir about the country, and crying it in 
every market-town, that this is the time, 
now or never, to make one bold puſh to eve! 
the fences here, in the ſame. ſummary way, 
and with the ſame view to a general ſcramble. 
But to my way of thinking, they do not 
ſeem to attend to this difference, which is 
very plain to be ſeen between the two caſes. 
The Lord of the next pariſh was always 
known to be a very /ofty-minded man, and to 


18 
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| hold a high hand over his tenants; would 
ſend a conſtable with a billet to lodge any 
man in the round-houſe for life, that was ſeen 
within his park, and order him to ro in 
one of his great barges fifteen years for killing 
a hare or a pheaſant, or offering to hunt, 
ſhoot, or courſe, within five miles of any one 
of his country eats. 


There was ſome pretence, perhaps, for the 
tenants there to be dif pleaſed; and wiſhing to 
come in for a little ſhare of the game, that 
ran about the country. as plenty as ſparrows; 
and did God knows what miſchief among 
the corn ; and if the farmers were not al- 
lowed to carry home a hare now and then 
to their wives, who might perhaps be in a 
longing condition, it is not ſo much to be 
wondered at, if they did in a frolic pull up 
the pales and ſtakes in the park, (eſpecially 
if they had all the attornies and retainers of 
the law on their ſide) to make a general S. 
vock of the bares and partridges. : 
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But the caſe, I take it, is quite otherwiſe 

with us. My Mother, as I told you before, 

never refuſed any gentleman or farmer hunt- 


ing or courfing in any part of the park, or 
even the very warren, which ſhe uſed to call 
her parlour, if they would only obſerve the 


conditions, which the will inſiſted on; and 


| beſides, if any man had been clapp'd up in 


the b/indhouſe for doing damage to the fences, 
or making a riot, it could not have been for 
more than a night or ſo, for the next Juſtice 
of the peace might have ſent his warrant to 
the conflable, and ordered his *body out of 


cuſtody at the firſt notice; ſo that they could 


not produce two inſtances more oppoſite to 
each other; for upon our manor none were 
refuſed to hunt who afted decently and pro- 
perly, and upon our neighbour's none were 
admitted, either without aſking, or with it. 


Surely, Mr. Steward, theſe troubleſome 
neighbours of ours do not with to make 
ſuch confuſion in 2h pariſh, as there is 


now going on among the farks, woods, and 


H- b 8 Act. : 
orchards, 


[ 3s J 
brchards, of Spuire Lewis on one fide of us; 
br among the low-lands and corn- fields be- 
longing to his brother-in-law, Sir Foſeph 
Sheldon, on the other. Theſe Gentlemen, 
as you may gueſs of one of them, from what 
T have told you before, were as remarkable 
for diſtreſſing their tenants, as our Lord is 
for protecting his; and to ſay the truth, the 


very ſtorm that has actually fallen ſeems to 


have been /ong brewing. But I hope our 


tenants and cottagers will take warning by 
theſe riots, not to deſtroy every fence, for 


fear of confounding every man's rights; 
nor to pull down a good old hoſe about their 
ears, which may yet ſtand many generations; 
and be contented, as my Mother lays, to let 
well alone. But above all; I truſt in God 
that they do not mean to confine our Lord, 
ſhould they get the upper hand, a cloſe 


priſoner in his own houſe, as one of his neigb- 
_ bouring Lords is ſaid to be at this time; or 


to /but him out of his caſtles, parks, and royal= 
ties, as moſt of the tenants ſeem diſpoſed o 
ſerve the other. | 


C 2 Mr. 


L 36 ] 

Mr. Steward, we have this confidence in 
you, that you will endeavour to preſerve the 
peace among the tenants and cottagers with- 
in your manor, as well as keep us out of that 
bottomleſs gulph we are in ſuch dread of; and 
therefore we have one favour to beg of you, 
in return for the ſuit and ſervice we- owe, 


and ſhall be ever ready to pay. You are not 


to be told, Sir, that we tenants ſeldom have 
the pleaſure 20 ſee the face of our worthy 
Lord of the manor ; he did of late vit ſome 
part of his manor, and it did one's heart good 
to ſee with what gle and extacy be was 
received wherever he went: What we have 
to requeſt of you therefore, is to ſtate to 
him in our behalf, how cruclly his -poor 


tenants are terrified, what menaces are thrown 


out againſt you, that many of theſe incendiary 


ſpeeches will not be ſparing againſt himſelf, 


and that without Hir ſupport we and our 


faithful family may be overpowered by num- 


bers. And we have this further petition to 


make, that you will let theſe troubleſome 
gentry know, that, if they will be quiet and 
ſociable, eat and drink in charity with us, 


ſuffer 


C93 i 
ſuffer their names to appear on our Ii in their 
own hand-writing, and promiſe to do no 
damage to the paling, bounds, and hedges, 
they ſhall have free ingreſs and egreſs in 
and out of any part of the houſe, park, or 
incl ofures, and ſhall be conſidered and live 
with us, as part of the family, without lett 
or hindrance. But if they will continue to 
treſpaſs upon their quiet neighbours, break 
down the fences, and enter in when and how 
they think proper, 'we hereby 'give them 
fair and legal notice, that we are determined 
to fland trial with them, and hope that you, 
Mr. Steward, will ſee that our goad Mother, 
who is one of your Lord's beſt tenants, and 
we that ive within the pale of the park, be 
not moleſted in our rights and properties. 


1 am, sr, 
Four very obedient 18 e 


| WILLIAM BULL. 
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I. Have been informed has theſe neigh- 
bours of ours give out in public advertiſe- 
ments, that they will anſwer no /etters or 
notices that are ſent without a name, Now 
that they may have no excuſe of this ſort, 
I have, in my hand-bills and advertiſements, 
and in this Addreſs to you, Sir, ſigned our 
true family name, which, I thank God, we 
have hitherto had no reaſon to be aſhamed 
of, together with my own chriſtian name 
and place of abode, that they may know, if 
they think proper, where and how to di- 
rect to me. But if they hold their heads 
up high, be out of humour, becauſe we 
are diſpoſed to be cheerful, look big and 
bounce, when they think they are talking 
to nobody, I thall beg leave to put them 
in mind of what the countryman told the 
doctors, when they were fitting in convoca- 


ten, 


„ 
tn. Friend, ſays one of them, hat 
pleaſure do you take in hearing theſe learn- 
ed diſputants, when you cannot underſtand 
a word they ſay?” No matter if I cant, 
ſays Hodge, I can ſee however who 
have the worſt of the argument, by their put 


ting themſelves in a paſſion, and talking loud.” . 


Should theſe gentlemen fay further that 
it is a weak cauſe which wants a laugh to 
ſupport it, that they ſhall pay no regard to: 
low buffoonery, but are prepared to anſwer 
fair reaſoning by ſolid argument; ſome of 
our family, who' have. had. a grammar-ſehool 
education, defire them to underſtand, that 
they deal alſo in ſerious arguments, of which 
they have a budget full ready for all occa- 
fions; and they beg to be informed in which 
kind their opponents would. wiſh to be 
reaſoned with, for they have them of all 
| fizes,—a Syllogiſm, a Sorites, or a Dilem- 


ma. 


* At the Synod of Bort. 
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If they prefer a Hllogiſin, here is one 
"Ou pre en to their hands: — 


e r breaks a * its: up a 


pale, or removes a fence, the cuſtom of the 


manor ordains that he ſhall be whipped 
three times round the market at the tail of 
our dung- cart: 


But our neighbours are guilty of break- 
ing hedges, bun > es and removing 


Fences: 


Therefore, according to the faid cuſtom, 
they ſhall be whipped three times round 
the market at the tail of our dung-cart, 


And ſo you may go on with a ftring of 
ſyllogiſms as long as the rope of a well, 


The Sorites is equally grave and ſerious, 


and though it takes a little more time to 


get to the end of it, the concluſion is equally 
Juſt, 


A Sorites 


[ 4 ] 

A Sorites is for all the world like our 
houſe-ladder ; the firſt ſtep of which is, 
Mrs. Bull being poſſeſſed of certain lands, 
tenements, and hereditaments, her neigh- 
bours wiſh to difpoſſefs her of them:—— — 
Mrs. Bull cannot be lawfully diſpoſſeſſed of 
theſe premiſſes, becauſe ſhe has the cuſtom 
of the manor on her fide, and long continu- 
ance:——lIf the cuſtom of the manor will 
ſecure her from gert ment, violence muſt be 
uſed to diſpoſſeſs her: — In uſing vio- 
lence, ſome out- houſe may be pulled down, 
or barn or ſtable ſet on fire: Pulling 
down houſes, and ſetting fire to barns or 
ſtables, the ſaid cuſtom If the manor ſays, is 


hanging without benefit of clerkſhip.—— 


Theſe are ſome of the middle ſteps of the 
ladder, and the laſt ſtep they take is a ey 
ſhort One—f9 the gallows, * 


But the graveſt and beſt argument of all 
that our family value themſelves and depend 
chiefly upon, is their Dilemma, or that way 
of reaſoning, in which the adverſary may 
fake which ſide he chuſes. And here we 
| have 


N E £ —_————_— 
— 4 XL * — 
- ; 72 — 
- - Z : . 
- ] R - " 2 = , . — - 5 +» -S=DX&-3< — "= 
-- 7” 2 > _ * — — 1 % - 3 2 - — - r * 2 — ns = AX — — 
7 _ 3 3 > : 2 2 k 5 - 7 — — — 5 — 
— 2 K ISR : — — 
: : 3 —— . — 2 
2 


— 


— 


— . : ES ; = 5 a 
5 5 2 : = 2 * = — 2 1 ed = 

. > 2 A IT — — — — — -- ** — — — 5 — 2 I : N 8 Z 
— = <me——_ T= — 5 7 . — — "Shs wes 

rs . 


8 
= — 

— — 
— 


3 


8 
9 222 a = Bs — 


— 


” 2 

— 2 
* = Bf FP 
LIES a 
4 — 


. —— — 
— 


FF 


have an exact repreſentation of one of Lord 


f Strutt's* bull-feaſts, upon one of his high 


* 


— 


holidays; or rather a dilemma is more like a 
bull-baiting with us, in one of our market- 
towns. Some of our family have been al- 
ways fond of this diverſion, and they gene- 
rally keep a few of theſe animals in train- 
ing for the purpoſe. 


In this manner the dilemma is brought 
into play. Either it is wrong to get into 
the park by any other way than the park- 
gate, or it is not;——lf they ſay it is 
wrong, it comes to. a ſhort deciſion at once, 
Why do they wiſh to do what they know 
to be wrong? Thus we have them upon 
one of the bull horns If they ſay it is 


not wrong, here the dilemma takes them 
again. They all have their little chapels 
on the waſte, where they meet once in a 
week, as we do in our church, In their's, 
as well as in our's, a great will, which was 
left in common to us all near 1800 years 


Kg of Sp—n.——See the Hiſtory of John Bull, 
b See the Tale of a Tub. 
ag. 


16 1 
ago, is or ought to be read, though ſome. of 
them, I have heard, are apt to read it ah 
daun. In that will it is expreſsly written, 
that * He that entereth not by the door inta 
the ſheepfold, but clunbeth up ſome other "way, 
the ſame is a thief and @ robber,” They know 
who it was that faid this, and let them get 
over that argument as they can; Here 
Mr. Bull has them upon the other born, and 
ſo they are toſſed backwards and forwards 
from horn to born, nor with all their writh- 
ings and ſtr ugglings can they poſſibly get 
out of this ſcrape; which will be a very 
uſeful leflon to them in future to beware 
of the Bull's horns. 


That facetious Gentleman Mr. Partridge 
ſays, he neyer knew but two reaſons for 
ſhaving ; one is to get a beard, and the other 
to get rid of it. I may ſay in like manner, 
that I know but two ways of laughing, 
either to laugh with a man, or to laugh at 
him. If our good neighbours will not in- 
dulge us ſo far as to give us an opportunity 
to uſe the former, they cannot entertain an 


idea 
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idea that we mean to be ſo uncivil, as to 
try the latter at their expence. We have 
endeavoured to comply with their wiſhes, 
to be as ſober and as ſad as we could; and 
for this purpoſe we have collected all thoſe 


legitimate and ſerious modes of arguing, 


which are full of pith, but totally void of 
humour ; and which may not diſgrace thoſe 
fine and /ogical arguments, as they call them, 


which are learned at ſo great an expence 


by the boys in the grammar- - ſchools, either at 
Mrs. Grant's a d or Mr. Bull's men . 
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A. 


ILL you believe it, Mr. Steward; 
our good neighbours are ſo kind 


to us now that the country is rouſed in 


earneſt, and the verdict has been given in 
our favour, to ſay that we have been the 
cauſe of all this buſtle, and have put things 
in this ſtrange fermentation ; when every 
body knows, if they would but ſpeak the 


truth, that we did not ſtir a foot till all the - 


poſſe was at the park-gate with pitchforks, 
bludgeons, crows, ledges, and. pickaxes, 
ſwearing that they would pull down the 


houſe about our ears, if we did not open 


the gates, or level the fences. What ſhould 
poſſeſs us to» make ſuch a ſtir? We were 


very quiet and comfortable as we were, and 
ſhould have continued fo to this hour, if 


they had not diſturbed us. But now they 
know what we can do with your help, 
when we are put to it, we hoped they 
would have learned a little more wit, and 

let 


( 46 ] 
let us alone. But they ſeem | inclined, by 
what I can underſtand, to try their ſtrength 
again before another court, and a freſh jury; 
and one gentleman in particular, the very 
day after the court was adjourned, begins 
to have a fling at our family, and to call our 
good Mother only a Mother-in-law, and as 
acting the part of a true Mother-in-law to 
ſome of her huſband's children, that ſhe 1 may 
get a better ſlice for her own. But, Sir, 
the gentleman ſeems a little out in his gene- 
alogy, as they call it. We ſhould take it kind, 
if he would inform us who Mr. Bulls firſt 
wife was; for if Mrs. Bull is a mother-in- 
law, her huſband muſt have been married be- 
fore ; but it was never heard among us, who 
ought to know beſt, that our father had any 
other wife than his preſent lady, whom they 
are for ever cracking their jeſts againſt, and 
call very bad names. Sifter Peg“ indeed is 
ſuppoſed to have been too great with Bali 
Fack at the gin-ſhip, and they do ſay there 
was Win, time for the firſt. child 'to be 


I See an ated to the oppoſers of the repeal, &c. 
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born in lawful wedlock. This gentleman _ 
perhaps may come from that breed ; but Tam 
ſure he has very little of the true blood of 


the Bulls in him, or he never would uſe our 
poor mother ſo unmercifully. 


The gentleman feels a little ſore at the 
battle going ſo hollow in our favour: But 
he vows he will have another bout with us, 
as the ſaying is in our country at cudgels, 
and © knock him down dead as often as 
we will, he'll get up and at'us again.” To 
be ſure, Mr. Steward, they did look out for 
a better ſtickler or ſecond for them this 
time, who talked a great deal, if he could 
do nothing elſe: but what ſignified all his 


talking, and ever ſo well, for two hours by 


the clock, when there was ſo little for 
him to talk about? And while you ſtand 
by us ſo manfully, ſpeak up to him ſo boldly, 
and attend to the main chance of ſummon- 
ing a good, true, and full homage, by which 
trick you fairly outwitted them all, we 
ſhan't think ourſelves or our good father 
and mother (for their intereſts, notwith- 
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f. 48 "A 
fandin g all that they fay, are inſe parable) | 
in any kind of danger; And, Sir, if you 
will but contrive to keep us out of, that bot- 
tomleſs gulph t the law (but that maſt not be 
done by ſeeming to be afraid of it) we 11 
gladly pay exciſe for our port and tobacco, 
and drink long life, health, and proſperity to 
the lord and the lady, not forgetting the 
ſte ward, of the manor of B 0 « Whitelands: 
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VN. B. I can hardly think it, but I have 


been told for certain, that the writer of that 


piece of wit againſt our good mother, that I 
took to be a gentleman, is all this while a 
woman in man's clothes. 
it had been a woman, (though 1 do not think 
a woman ſhould be the firſt to ery, out againſt 
her own. ſex) I would not have frightened 
her for all the world: The Bulls are terri- 


ble creatures, and almoſt as ill- favouredas 
Maſter Slender's friend Sacker fon,..* >; theres . 
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